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Teaching Hive Brood Box

Our brood teaching hive body consists of 9 wood frames with photos on each side taken
of one of our own hives in mid-August. The photos are representative of a hive built up
from a spring package of bees and show capped brood, larvae, honey, etc. This
particular package of bees, which was predominately dark bees (Carniolians) was
started on undrawn Plasticell yellow, waxed foundation. The photos are from the upper
brood box of a 2-deep brood box hive.

Frame Descriptions

In our hives we typically run 9 evenly spaced frames in the brood chambers. The frames
are numbered starting from the left side of the hive (the first frame is the to beekeeper's
left when facing the front of the hive). Below is a general description of what can be seen
on each frame.

Frames 1 and 2: Capped honey

On Frame #2 at least two drones bee can be clearly seen. Their size is impressive
compared to the workers. You'll also notice that the bees have backfilled with honey a
small area on the right side of frame #2 that had previously been dedicated to brood
rearing.
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Frame 3: Larvae

On the left side of frame #3 is a large area of uncapped cells from which brood have
recently emerged. On the right side you'll notice larvae that are in the 3™ and 4" instar
stages as well as some recently capped over cells. In the lower rear corner of the frame
is the queen, who was marked when she was installed that spring with a green dot. She
was actively seeking out empty cells at the time the photo was taken and was travelling
between the right and left side of this frame.
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Frames 4 and 5: Very young larvae, capped brood, honey rim

Frames 4 and 5 show very young larvae, which are hard to see. In addition, these

frames also more clearly illustrate the hemispherical shape of the brood nest and the
honey and pollen rim around the upper edges of the brood area.

Frames 6 and 7: Capped brood

These two frames show relatively solid patterns of capped brood
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Frames 8 and 9: Larvae and honey

Frames 8 and 9 represent the rightmost edge of the brood nest. On the left side of frame
9 one can see the outline of the area that had been used for raising brood and was
subsequently backfilled with honey. On the right side of frame 9 you'll notice a gash in
the comb that was the result of some burr comb that the bees had built between the
outside edge of the frame and the hive body.
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